APPENDIX XIX
THE OXFORD ELECTION, 1857

In the general election of April, 1857, Thackeray's friend Charles
Neate, leader of the Independent party in Oxford, appeared to have
fulfilled a long-standing ambition, the disruption of the Whig-Liberal
monopoly of the City of Oxford's seats in parliament. His opponents
were Dr. James Haughton Langston, M. P. for the City from 1841 till
his death in 1863, and the distinguished statesman Edward Cardwell
(1813-1874), later (1874) first Viscount Cardwell of EUerbeach, who
represented the City from 1852 to 1857 *&&> after a &w months5 inter-
mission, from 1857 to J^74' When the poll was declared, the results
were found to be:

Langston            15667

Neate                   I>Q5']

Cardwell            iyoi6.1

But Neate's triumph was short-lived. He was disqualified for bribery,
and in July another election was announced for Oxford's second parlia-
mentary seat.

The Liberal nominee was Viscount Monck, a wealthy Irish peer of
little political strength. Neate persuaded Thackeray to be the Inde-
pendent candidate, arguing that against such opposition his chances of
victory were very good. Lady Ritchie writes that Thackeray later told
her of

a charming little speech made by Lord Monck, which gave him great
pleasure at the time... A sort of catchword, 'May the best man win',
was the constant refrain just then.

My father meeting Lord Monck in the street, shook hands with
him, had a little talk over the situation, and took leave of him with
the doggerel, 'May the best man win'.

CI hope not] said Lord Monck very cordially, with a kind little
bow.2

Despite the efforts of Lord Monck's supporters to discredit Thackeray
by airing his views on the Sabbath Question,3 he made an excellent can-

1 At this time the population of Oxford was 27,843, exclusive of the University,
but there were only 2,818 registered electors. See Dod's Parliamentary Companion
(1857).

* Biographical Introductions, X, xxxi-xxxii.

3 See the handbills opposite pp. 382-383.